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June 30, 2020 
Dear Friends in Orrist, 

As we enter into the month of July we tum our spiritual focus toward the Most Precious Blood of 
Jesus. Our devotion to the Precious Blood invites us to contemplate the incredible, sacrificial love of God 
for alJ_ of humanity. The Sacred Scriptures reveal the theme of blood as the means of our salvation (see 
Exodus 24:8; Matthew 26:28; John 6:53-59; Romans 5:9; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:11-14; and I John 1:7). 
Included with this letter is ,the Litany of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus and two reflections on the 
Precious Blood. During the month of July may each of us experience anew the incredible love of God, 
manifested through the shedding of Orrist's blood for our sins. Through the Sacrament of Baptism we 
have been washed in the blood of the Lamb of God, redeemed and sanctified. Therefore, may every aspect 
of your life - thoughts, words, and actions - radiate the Truth of Christ. As Saint Paul reminds us, "you 
have been purchased at a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body'' (I Car 6:20). 

Further, in these past weeks Union County has entered the 'Green Phase' of our COVID-19 
response and we continue to abide by the directives of the Diocese of Harrisburg. Given the many cautions 
and limitations that remain in place, as well as Bishop Gainer's guidelines for parish life, this phase is 
clearly not a return to life prior to March 2020. Our approach as a Parish continues to be incremental in 
an effort to 'keep everyone safe as we restore public worship. On the reverse of this letter is the updated 
schedule for Holy Mass, the Sacrament of Confession, and additional information for our Parish. 

Certainly, these days persist with many uncertainties, frustrations, and hardships. In these times 
we are able to increase in our virtues of patience, humility, obedience, and charity. May the Word of God 
be our daily encouragement as we live the new life of Christ. This is a season filled with opportunities for 
each of us to do what is good and just, and to walk in humility with the Lord (cf. Micah 6:8). 

In dosing, I would be remiss if I failed to express my most sincere gratitude for all of your prayers 
during these months. Thank you for all of you kindness, goodness, and support of one another and our 
Parish in in these past months. As we make our way through these strange, unique, and challenging days, 
I am filled me with gratitude because of your generous response and growth in virtue. Thank you! Please 
continue, each day, to entrust yourself and your petitions to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. 

Sincerely in Christ 

Fr. Mark T. Wilke 
Pastor 
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